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THE TRADITION  OP THE  GREAT STATE

TRADITION always has been and always will be
a dominant factor in human association. Yet this
is extraordinarily disregarded in contemporary dis-
cussion; at most, tradition is currently considered
and discussed as exerting a diminishing influence in
the onward sweep of civilisation. The purpose of
this paper is to point out that tradition, great as
its influence has been hitherto, is manifestly des-
tined to exert a far greater influence in the future.
And, the relation between tradition and formal edu-
cation being very intimate, this function of Great
State activities will receive especial consideration in
this paper. To discuss tradition is in fact to discuss
education.

No one will dispute that tradition dominates the
Normal Social Life. Primitive men found in the
beginnings of speech a means whereby to build up
and transmit from generation to generation those
superstitions, legends, prejudices, habits, and cus-
toms developed by conflict between man and his
environment. Intensely localised, each group would
have its particular ideas which would become the
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